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W
elcome to RUST #50. The half century! Only it’s actually 
our 64th issue on account we didn’t put numbers on our 
14 ‘special issues’… This issue is a little late, too. Apologies 
for that, but it’s purely on account of personal matters – my 
father fell gravely ill and I needed to be with him (on the 

other side of the country). Unfortunately, the illness took him.
It wasn’t the easiest time, saying goodbye, and although he’d made 
79 he wasn’t ready to go, only the dreaded C (not the virus) wasn’t 
willing to take a postponement. I lost my mum 19 years ago, and 
now between them there’s a significant hole in my universe that’ll 
never be filled.
Fathers are for sure important people. I grew up watching mine 

road racing, as he started when I was two. The race paddocks were 
lively, noisy but exciting places to be. Dad was of course my hero, but 

to me so were his racing friends and the friends who supported him. They 
were a band of brothers and many became mentors to me as my own years 
of riding and racing came along.

Dad wasn’t like me. He was bolder, certainly faster, and willing to take 
risks, albeit calculated ones. In his early years, racing uncompetitive bikes 
he crashed a lot, trying to bridge the gap to the leaders. Older, he matured 
into a fast and safe rider well suited to the Coupe d’Endurance long distance 
races in Europe – he rated the Nürburgring his all-time favourite track. He 
loved the Isle of Man, though, and raced there for 15 years. He’d crashed 
heavily at 130mph in his third year but came back for more and three times 
placed in the top-10. They were bittersweet years, the TT is something 
special but losing good mates was hard, and for my mother the worry was 
immense.

Dad told two types of TT stories. One type of restraint and reason – for 
Mum and Nan – and another of narrow escapes, of hilarious eye-popping 
hair-raising near misses – for us blokes. 

We were different strokes; I inherited Mum’s sense of caution, and balance 
in all things, he was full throttle. But his love for motorcycling, for racing 
and for life (in a bit of a ‘save the planet’ style too – on his farm he planted a 
wood and created a lake for wildlife) certainly passed to me. 

I felt the loss most when I went into his workshop after he’d gone. 
What a mess – honestly, he could have been tidier – but it was when 
I saw his tools, scattered like always, waiting to be picked up again, 
to be put to building yet another project, that’s when I realised he 
was gone, wouldn’t be coming back. There’d be no more stories, no 
more mad rides together.

Ride safe.

FATHER 
& SON



GALLERY

Sometimes, when you finish late, there 
are those moments, when your brain 
replays a few highlights, when you’re 
settling into the packing away, when 
there’s no more noise of engines, just 
nature reclaiming its place.

THE QUIET

Image: JB
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THIS MONTHRUST PEOPLE
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Not the easiest couple of months here, for 
me. The personal story, with the loss of 

my father, has been hugely absorbing 
(and emotional, of course), and 
continues to be as I need to sort his 
estate.
But I have been riding. I joined my 

brother-in-law, for whom I’d found a 
Fantic 240 twinshock, for his first trial in 
something like 35 years. We inadvertently 
entered a centre championship trial – for 
modern bikes – and found ourselves in a 
whole new world of technicality. Needles to 
say it didn’t go well. It didn’t help that it was 
scorching hot, too. So, the 5s came thick 
and fast, plus a few crashes, and bless it, the 
old TLR was smoking slightly by the end 
given the stress. It was hard work. We’ll look 
for a proper twinshock trial next time, none 
of this modern stuff.

I’ve spent a bit of time with one of 

my Dad’s old Nortons as well. A 1955 
Dominator, his first love. It’s got a great twin 
cylinder 500cc motor that’s got bags of life 
in it, but the chassis is tired, as is the whole 
electrical system. First ride I took it on, the 
rear tube suddenly split and me and the 
bike went sideways across the road – not 
good. And with no brakes to speak of, and 
no lights – yeah, there’s plenty of workshop 
time needed there.

Fortunately, Yamaha came to my rescue 
after all these classic ails with a new 
Ténéré 700 long termer. First ride was a 
delight, it’s a simple yet engaging thing to 
ride, reminding me why I called it as THE 
adventure bike of 2019 (albeit jointly with 
the KTM 790 Adventure R). Feeling like I 
need less stress in my life, not more, I think 
I’m going to look at adventure rides over 
rallying competitions with this one. I need 
the chill-out. 

JB: CLASSIC BLUNDERS

RUSTAFARIANS
Three out of four of us RUST dudes hit new lows these last weeks. 
July, though, hitched a wagon to his horse and is loving life!

#JB318

F E 350

N e w  B R A K T E C  b r a k e  s y s t e m 

N e w  B R A K T E C  h y d r a u l i c  c l u t c h  s y s t e m 

R e v i s e d  s u s p e n s i o n  s e t t i n g s 

Ride the 
perfect line.
Out on the trail - it’s just the 
machine and you, instinctively picking 
lines as the path reveals itself. 
Constructed using the latest 
innovative technology, the FE 350 
holds its own on all terrain, making 
any line the right one.
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THIS MONTHRUST PEOPLE

The sidecar’s here. Yay! Watsonian 
have done a stellar job on it and it 

truly is a head turner. I’ll go into 
the details of the sidecar and all 
about it in a separate article to 
ensure I do justice to it and all 

the different mods. But for now, 
I’m learning how to tame the beast. 

Riding the outfit home was baptism by 
fire, especially the narrow country lanes 
of Cotswolds. I have to admit there were a 
few hairy moments which involved steep 
cambers and tight left hand turns that I 
could’ve done without on my inaugural 
ride.

Over the last few weeks, the family and 
I (i.e. sprog, dog, hog and I) have been in 
the outfit in different permutations and 
combinations and it’s been a lot of fun. We 
love it and there’s been a plethora of waves, 
smiles and thumbs-up from onlookers 
along the way.

Last weekend in July, we were away for 

a camping weekend in the New Forest – 
our first fully loaded family ride – camping 
gear, hair dryer and all. It went so well we 
feel ready to progress onto a sortie into 
France now the restrictions are easing. I 
can’t wait!

One of the primary reasons for getting 
the sidecar was to share the fun and joy 
of travelling by road with my seven-year-
old daughter. Since the arrival of the outfit 
she’s been planning itineraries, talking 
about all the different food we’ll eat, places 
we’ll see, wild camping ideas etc… It’s great 
to find her so fired up.

So, give us a wave if you see us on the 
road, although given my learning curve 
in controlling the outfit you might not get 
one back from me for now! You can follow 
our travels here at RUST, and on Facebook 
and Instagram on @thebigmotoadventure. 
And if you’re inspired (dare I say), give Ben 
at Watsonian a call to get yourself an outfit 
sorted. 

JULY: CHARIOTEER

w

w

#JB297

Apparently, we’re heading towards 
getting back to normal. Not in my 

world! As we trudge through 
2021, which certainly in terms 
of events and riding feels a lot 
like the year that was 2020, 

I’m simply not getting enough 
riding in. That said, the riding I am 

wedging between playing professional 
catch up is ever more exhilarating given the 
layups, but I’m well aware of the ‘trade fade’. 

The project FE350 is fabulous. The 
WP cone valves have bedded in lovely 
and make a cracking job of holding my 
lockdown gut in check, and the full pipe 
coupled with the 350 snap is making for a 
bike that is actually a bit more of a handful 
than I find my FE450 to have been, on 
which I could be up a gear and ride the 
torque. The 350 wants revs, and it keeps 

doing just that, as long as your arms can 
keep up. 

Not helping my lack of ‘hold on ability’ has 
been some further enforced off time as I’ve 
had some kind of supercharged lung issues, 
certainly not THE badness, but whatever 
it was has seen me coughing like a (rather 
unpopular) old smoker. Keen to get at it I 
entered my local ACU hare & hounds last 
month, but couldn’t manage the requisite 
tyre and moose fit the day before, let alone 
the race on the Sunday. I gave up and went 
to bed sweating and grumpy – serious stuff! 
The upshot is that I finally bought (with 
my own money) a Rabaconda, and what 
a thing! There are loads of reviews so we 
don’t need to do another, but is it worth 
it? Yep. And now I’m mended, I’ve a bit 
more catch up to do – I’m ready for some 
resumption of normal service.

CRAIG: COUGH (AND DROP?) #CK275
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THIS MONTHRUST PEOPLE

Frankly speaking I fell off the wagon 
big time in May-June. I drank 

way too much wine and 
abandoned my workshop 
projects. I went as far as 
smoking a little herb, too – my 

two fingers to Covid, rules, and 
confinement. I became happy 

with my fatness, my ebbing fitness and 
general lack of ambition or giving a shit 
about the consequences. 

But by mid-June enough was enough. 
Finally, my burgeoning back fat and the 
lonely sight of my half-finished garage 
projects jolted me back into action. Since 
then I’ve been a blur of focussed activity. 
I’ve been practicing sprint enduros and 
motocross in equal measure, while trying 
not to puke up my lungs while peeling 
my arm-pumped hands open to reach the 
front brake – unsuccessfully on the odd 
occasion!

At 55 it seems it is possible to lose 

your entire fitness level in 4-5 weeks, 
and so I was blowing for the first few 
rounds. Thankfully I have also been testing 
WP’s new pro-suspension for enduro 
and my fall from grace meant that testing 
from a novice perspective was possible 
for the first week or so. Jeez, I sucked. Test 
conditions were in thick, and I mean 
properly thick sand. The track is tight with 
loads of 180 degree turns peppered with a 
good few sweeping rolling rutted corners. 
I’ve ridden three times a week every 
week for a few hours at a time and along 
with improved fitness and technique I’m 
successfully able to find a sweet spot with 
the suspension balance and performance. 
This last weekend I felt ready to move my 
testing to the mx track but more about that 
in my WP suspension review…

Suffice to say that I paid the price for my 
indulgence but hey, I enjoyed myself and 
sometimes a reset is just the ticket. I’m 
loving being back on the bike. 

WARREN:  PACKING THE POUNDS #WM151

OVERCOME ANY OBSTACLE 
The KTM 300 EXC TPI brings the best of all worlds for pure enduro 

specialists. Perfectly mixing lightweight handling with torque-filled 

performance and top-end componentry, it represents the ultimate 

hard enduro package for all riders and all conditions. 

KTM 300 EXC TPI

KTM 300 EXC TPI

KTM 300 EXC TPI

KTM 300 EXC TPI

Pl
ea

se
 m

ak
e 

no
 a

tte
m

pt
 to

 im
ita

te
 th

e 
ill

us
tr

at
ed

 ri
di

ng
 s

ce
ne

s,
 a

lw
ay

s 
we

ar
 p

ro
te

ct
iv

e 
cl

ot
hi

ng
 a

nd
 o

bs
er

ve
 th

e 
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 p
ro

vi
si

on
s 

of
 th

e 
ro

ad
 tr

af
fic

 re
gu

la
tio

ns
! 

Th
e 

ill
us

tr
at

ed
 v

eh
ic

le
s 

m
ay

 v
ar

y 
in

 s
el

ec
te

d 
de

ta
ils

 fr
om

 th
e 

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
m

od
el

s 
an

d 
so

m
e 

ill
us

tr
at

io
ns

 fe
at

ur
e 

op
tio

na
l e

qu
ip

m
en

t a
va

ila
bl

e 
at

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 c

os
t.

PERSEVEARANCE

Ph
ot

o:
 R

. S
ch

ed
l /

 K
IS

KA
 G

m
bH



www.rustsports.com 16www.rustsports.com15

w

TRAIL TEST

IS HONDA’S  
CRF300L THE 
ULTIMATE UK
 TRAIL BIKE?

Honda played an ace when they brought us the CRF250L in 2012. 
Nearly a decade later they’ve replaced it with the very similar 

CRF300L. Can the formula still work, or has the CRF-L’s time passed?

Words & images: Jon Bentman

HONDA’S CRF300L
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TRAIL TEST

I
’m not sure this is what Honda had 
in mind, but when it came to giving 
the new CRF300L the big thumbs 
up it took to being feet down, cross-
rutted, almost going nowhere in 

a super-muddy Kentish green lane to 
finally arrive at that conclusion: yes, the 
CRF300L is a great bike.

Point being, on just about any other 
trail bike that situation would be pretty 
dire. But on the CRF300L you just put 
your feet down and start paddling while 
gently easing the throttle on, feeling 
for grip. There’s no drama, no toppling 
over, no overheating, no overweight 
lummox to extricate. You just quietly, 
gently ease your way forward in a 
super-easy drama-free way. And it’s 
this minor but significant performance 
added to a great showing on the road, 
added to the typically high level of 
Honda build quality, and added to the 
super-economic, ultra-reliable and low 
maintenance motor that says Honda’s 
latest CRF-L is a winner.

HONDA’S CRF300L

18www.rustsports.comwww.rustsports.com
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HONDA’S CRF300L

out the old motor for their larger capacity 
but otherwise identical CBR300-derived 
unit, which means that despite the stricter 
emissions regs the L is now 10% more 
powerful with 18% more peak torque. Not 
that you can feel such change – unless 
you test back-to-back – yes, sat on the 
CRF300L it’s business as usual, with that 
very linear feel of the original. Just rev it 
and swap the gears, it’s a simple concept. 
That said, the new L has got shorter-
spacing in the gearbox between the lower 
gears for snappier acceleration combined 
with a longer top gear for more relaxed 
cruising (Honda says the top speed has 
risen from 129 to 132km/h…). There’s even 
a slipper clutch in the 300 transmission 
– probably an overhang from the CBR – 
but we weren’t back-shifting into corners 
with enough MotoGP savagery to detect 
it. Again, how much all this works to the 
better is hard to tell. It just feels exactly 
how we recall the old model. And that’s 
just fine by us.

DATUM
Our datum for this test is the CRF250L. 
Incredibly it was as long ago as back 
in 2012 we first saw that model and 
it’s gone almost unchanged in the 
nine years since. It was a great trail 
machine, not because it was a top-
spec weapon, but because it did that 
thing Jap trail bikes often pull off – in 
being underpowered and overweight 
and yet still so incredibly able. And of 
course was also cheapish to buy and 
easy to own while maintaining a strong 
residual. Honda has sold boatloads 
of them, owners have largely adored 
them and second-hand buyers have 
been surprised just what values used 
examples still fetch.

With Euro5 now upon us, of course 
the wee CRF couldn’t continue on 
the way it did. So Honda remade their 
CRF-L to meet the new regulations. 
Given modern licencing (A2 and all 
that) there was no harm in swapping 

TRAIL TEST

THE CRF250L DID THAT 
THING JAP TRAIL BIKES 
OFTEN PULL OFF – IN 
BEING UNDERPOWERED 
AND OVERWEIGHT 
AND YET STILL SO 
INCREDIBLY ABLE.

w
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slimmer (and lighter by 190g) and the seat 
is narrower at the front (making the stretch 
to the ground easier), meanwhile the 
handlebars have moved back slightly while 
the footpegs have moved backwards and 
down. The footpegs don’t look the most 
expensive but the open design and decent 
serrations mean they work well in muddy 
conditions.

The LCD speedo panel has been updated 
and is an easy read and while the function/
reset buttons are a touch resistant to your 
index finger all the info is pleasingly real 
world, with speedo, rev-counter, time, two 
trips, a gear indicator and of course fuel 
gauge and mpg display. We like the simple 
on/off button for the ABS. There was also 
a nanny light for engine revs that starts 
flashing when you get the revs up and 
gets ever more insistent until you good as 

redline it at which point it stays on. Now 
we’re not sure whether this was a gear 
shift indicator or a running-in ‘ease-back 
buddy’ warning, but either way, while the 
wee 300 was on the road most of the time 
that little white light got a good workout.

ONE CRACKING RIDE
Now the CRF300L is most definitely a trail 
bike, not an adventure bike, so you feel 
the windblast at anything over 60mph 
and unless you’re preoccupied bend-
swinging on back lanes you’ll feel the 
limited comfort in the seat, too. But that’s 
alright because Honda has developed the 
Rally version for those looking for longer 
distance work. The L here is all about the 
short stuff. Taking a back roads ride across 
Kent and East Sussex it thrived, it easily 
matches most cars for pace on these roads 
and in fact being so lithe and nimble it’s 
typically a fair deal faster. The engine spins 
freely, the handling is light yet reassuring 
and it has just enough brakes should you 
get carried away – and here we like that it 
has ABS as crash-braking on knobbly tyres 
can get pretty sketchy.

Hitting the green lanes you’re inclined 
to bring the pace right down as the 
suspension really is soft and it goes full-

THE BIG GAIN: MORE GROUND 
CLEARANCE
For 2021 the L has a new frame, too. Mostly 
guys have picked up on the fact the rear 
subframe is now welded, not bolted, to the 
main frame (seen to be a bit of a negative 
to many) but actually there should be as 
much significance given to the fact that 
through judicious lightening to the chassis 
the bike is now 4kg lighter while – and 
this is the big one – ground clearance has 
risen from 255 to 285mm.

Despite that 4kg weight loss the L is still 
no featherweight and at 142kg you’ll not be 
wanting to lift it any more than you might 
need to. Honda has thinned the frame 
tubes, even the swingarm, as part of the 
weight loss programme, while working 
on reducing lateral rigidity (by 25%) which 
they say creates a ‘better handling feel and 
connection to front/rear traction’. Again, 
you’d need a proper back-to-back to 
notice this.

Meanwhile that ground clearance figure 
comes essentially from fitting longer 
suspension units. The 43mm Showa forks 
have extended from 221 to 260mm of 
travel while the shock has jumped from 
239 to 260mm. The frame mods, though 
– which include raising the engine by 
20mm – mean that while the ground 

w

clearance is now 30mm better, the seat 
height has only jumped up a barely 
noticeable 5mm (to 880mm). That is on 
the face of things a tall saddle, but the 
suspension is so soft (and we do mean 
soft) that most of that height is lost the 
moment you sit on the bike, so shorter 
folk shouldn’t be put off. Notwithstanding, 
having gained more than an inch in 
ground clearance is going to be a huge 
boost when it comes to riding off road, 
helping to clear steps or keep the foot pegs 
out of ruts.

NEW ERGOS
Honda has played with the bodywork and 
ergos on the bike and the effect is to keep 
it looking sharp and contemporary, aping 
its competition-model R and RX siblings – 
which is great for attracting younger riders 
while the rest of us really can’t complain. 
Again, it’s in the detail that you can see 
that Honda did put in a lot of work into 
the updates. They’ve made the fuel tank 

HONDA’S CRF300L
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stroke pretty quickly, especially with a 
non-standard 90-kilo rider. Some riders 
are going to seek aftermarket solutions 
here – and that’s a fair choice – but equally 
if we’re just talking UK green lanes then 
given the L’s general off-road operating 
speed of 15-25mph the suspension spec is 
actually appropriate for the environment. 
These are shared routes, with walkers, 
horse riders, cyclists etc, so enduro speeds 
aren’t really the go. Yeah, we’d argue 
(maybe not quite convincingly) that the 
standard suspension is exactly as it should 
be. You should probably take it steady on 
the L in any case because that exhaust is 
electric-bike quiet, so you’ll surprise the 
odd rambler when you round that hedge. 
And yes, we love quiet bikes.

Beginner off-roaders will love the L for its 
so-easy off-road manners, it’s a doddle to 
ride and tries its utmost not to scare you. 
You can ride seated or standing, either 

works well, and now you have a pretty easy 
foot-to-floor combined with good-enough 
ground clearance – a kind of best of both. 
The brakes are gentle, the clutch actuation is 
very light, the gears change effortlessly while 
the engine in the lower revs is just happy to 
noodle along. It is, and argue with us if you 
like, the ultimate green lane machine.

LOVING THE FINISHES
Bearing in mind this bike must be made to 
a pretty budget price point, that fact does 
not reflect in the fit and finish. As ever, 
aesthetically the L delights. The paint finish on 
the engine looks glossy and thick. The casting 
on the swingarm and the gold anodising 
on the fork legs wouldn’t shame a top-end 
enduro bike, nor would the neatly cast triple 
clamps. Those are Nissin calipers rubbing on 
wave-cut discs – again very enduro in type 
and spec. The plastic bodywork feels good 
quality and seems suitably robust, as are 

the indicators and we still like the dinky 
four aluminium bobbins/prongs that 
Honda offer for lashing small things to the 
pillion or rear mudguard. The sidestand is 
suitably sturdy while not being intrusive 
when retracted. The gear lever has the 
requisite folding tip while the steel rear 
brake lever is of that sort you can bend 
back into position should you ever snag it. 
Even the shiny black rims and spokes look 
good quality – although we’d need to slam 
into a few rock slabs before offering verdict 
on their strength.

Oh, and if we’re talking budgets again, 
the wee L returned 85mpg for the duration 
of our test. Bearing in mind it was having 
its throttle cable properly stretched for 
about two-thirds of the test then that’s a 
fair number, and it would probably ease 
out to 90-100mpg if we ever could ride 
sensibly on the tarmac. You add that 
number to the 8000-mile oil change 
interval and 16,000-mile valve clearance 
check and you can see this is a very cost-
effective machine to run.

HONDA’S CRF300L

THE UNLIKLEY KING
Not for the first time we have fallen in love 
with Honda’s CRF-L. We had an 18-month 
love affair with the CRF250L back around 
2014, along the way enjoying a blissful 
four-day off-road coast-to-coast ride on 
that (camping all the way). This 300L is 
simply more of the same. The big gain 
has been the added ground clearance, if 
the older L had a shortcoming that had to 
be it – so Honda has made a significant 
improvement there. But elsewhere there’s 
a sense of marginal gains in nearly all 
aspects, a little more power, a little more 
torque, a little more sophistication in the 
electronics, a little more modern in the 
looks. Nothing startling in any of those 
measures but all up more than enough to 
say the 300L is still a winner.

We can imagine existing owners 
asking ‘so, should I trade in my 250L for 
the 300L?’ Meaning, is there enough 
of an improvement in performance to 
warrant the additional spend? If you’ve 
recently bought a relatively late model 
250L then the answer is probably no. If 
you’ve got an older model, and the miles 
are racking up, then why not?! Fact is the 
300L is continuing the CRF-L story, it is 
every bit as good as the original and for 
UK green lane (trail) riding, mixed with 
daily commutes and sheer wash-and-go 
convenience for low-bucks, we can think 
of no equal.  
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TRAIL TEST

2021 HONDA CRF300L 
T E C H N I C A L  S P E C I F I C A T I O N S
ENGINE: liquid cooled DOHC four-
valve parallel single cylinder four-
stroke 

DISPLACEMENT: 286cc

BORE & STROKE: 76.0 x 63.0mm

MAX POWER: 26hp at 8500rpm

MAX TORQUE: 26.6Nm at 6500rpm

FUELING: PGM-FI electronic fuel 
injection 

STARTER: Electric 

TRANSMISSION: Six-speed 
gearbox, cable operated oil 
lubricated clutch

FRAME: Steel semi-double cradle 

FRONT SUSPENSION: Showa 
43mm USD fork, 260mm travel 

REAR SUSPENSION: Showa 
monoshock, 260mm travel 

WHEELS/TYRES: 80/100-21, 
120/80-18 (IRC Trails GP)

BRAKES: 256mm front disc, twin-
piston caliper, rear disc: 220mm 
disc single-piston caliper

SEAT HEIGHT: 880mm

WHEELBASE: 1455mm

GROUND CLEARANCE: 285mm

WEIGHT: 142kg

FUEL CAPACITY: 7.8 litres

CONTACT: www.honda.co.uk

PRICE: UK £4,999

w

BEGINNERS WILL LOVE THE L 
FOR ITS SO-EASY OFF-ROAD 
MANNERS, IT’S A DODDLE TO 
RIDE AND TRIES ITS UTMOST 
NOT TO SCARE YOU.

w
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ALL TRAILS 
LEAD TO DAKAR
France has been off-limits to UK visitors for a while, but our man 
Evans has been kept busy herding FIM rally riders across Eurasia – 
where change is a coming, for riders, teams and the organisers…

Words: Chris Evans & Images: KTM & Yamaha
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W
ell, you might be 
unsurprised to learn that 
we still haven’t been able 
to run any of our road 
book enduro trips here in 
France (writing in early 
August). There was a 

brief window of opportunity a couple of 
weeks ago when France was on the UK’s 
amber list but then the UK government 
decided to impose quarantine for 
people crossing the channel and we 
were back to square one…

Andalucia Rally – first steps
Fortunately, some rally-raids have been 
able to run, so there’s at least been 
some revenue coming into the Evans 
household. First up after the Dakar was 
the Andalucia Rally in May run by David 
Castera in conjunction with Dakar 
organisers ASO, where he is also the 
boss. Last year it was the only qualifying 
round for Dakar motorcycle rookies, but 
with no sand this year it was deemed 
insufficiently selective to be used for 
that purpose. It did however attract a 
reasonably large number of UK entrants 
starting out on their Dakar journey, 
including Isle of Man TT hero James 
Hillier and a team of four UK riders put 
together by UK Dakar stalwart Mick 
Extance. 

And despite the lack of sand it proved 
a useful and informative introduction 
to the black art of rally raid. Easy to get 
to, relatively inexpensive (we’re talking 
rally raid budgets here mind) the big 
plus for neophytes is that it used exactly 
the same navigation equipment as the 
Dakar and is run on very similar lines 
and therefore allowed participants (and 
organisers) to judge current levels and 
progress needed. Because it is based 
in the same place, with loops running 
out from a very picturesque hilltop 
hacienda it could also be run in a Covid 
bubble with participants and organisers 
having to produce test results before 
being admitted into the bivouac. With 

w

the Andalucia Rally 2020, the 2021 
Dakar and the Tour de France all being 
organised by the same outfit they’ve got 
that side of things pretty much nailed 
down.

Silk Way Rally – Yamaha’s comeback 
begins
My next gig was the Silk Way Rally in 
July, an altogether more ambitious 
undertaking. Normally it runs from 
Russia all the way to China but this year 
the organisers decided to make do with 
‘just’ three stages in Siberia and seven 

Chris Evans

THE TEAMS WERE PLANNING 
TO USE THE LONG, HIGH 
SPEED STAGES TO TEST 
ENGINE RELIABILITY, 
PARTICULARLY YAMAHA 
WHO HAD MANAGED TO BLOW 
UP ALL THEIR FIVE FACTORY 
BIKES BACK IN JANUARY

in Mongolia. On the Andalucia I’d been 
responsible for posting the live updates 
and writing the daily press releases but 
with only 30 bikes on the Silk Way and 
most of them entered by the factory 
teams, looking to score points towards 
the world championship, the organisers 
decided to get their money’s worth out 
of me. During the day I was chained 
to my laptop and then in the evening I 
went to work for the FIM as competitor 
relations office, or as everybody calls it 
‘the CRO’, the same job I’ve done on the 
last two Dakars. 
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On arriving in Siberia rumours 
quickly started to circulate via ‘Radio 
Bivouac’ that Mongolia had closed its 
borders. Then at the general briefing it 
was announced that the Silk Way Rally 
had been granted exceptional access 
and everybody breathed a big sigh of 
relief. The three Siberian stages had 
always been billed as a warmup in the 
ridiculously beautiful Altai Mountains, 
with the meat of the rally and the vast 
bulk of the special stage kilometres 
being accumulated in the wide open 
spaces the other side of the frontier. 
This was important because the Silk 
Way is classed by the FIM as a marathon 
rally with its degree of difficulty 

meaning that points are awarded with a 
coefficient of 1.5.

Then on arriving at the Mongolian 
border after the three stages it was 
announced that the rally could go no 
further. Apparently the covid situation 
in Mongolia was a cause for concern 
and there were rumours of social 
unrest after the new president there 
had cancelled their big weeklong 
national holiday. Obviously a disaster 
for all concerned. The bike teams 
were planning to use the long, high 
speed Mongolian stages to test engine 
reliability with a view to the Dakar, 
particularly Yamaha who had managed 
to blow up all their five factory bikes 

back in January. Plus there was the 
question of the 1.5 coefficient that 
unlike the FIA, the FIM wisely decided 
to preserve.

Obviously in sporting terms five 
days of racing (two of the specials 
were eventually run twice) didn’t allow 
for many conclusions to be drawn. 
However, if you look over the three 
races that have been held since the 
Dakar you can see some general trends. 
As far as the teams are concerned 
Yamaha appear to have taken the bull 
by the horns. There’s been a major 
management clear out and they’ve 
had the genius idea of hiring Andrea 
Mayer as sporting manager. She brings 
with her a wealth of knowledge, a dose 
of Germanic rigor and of course she’s 
only a phone call away from Mr Dakar 
himself, husband Stephane Peterhansel. 
They also have Rinaldi on board to help 
with engine reliability. Winning the 
Kazakhstan Rally was just the boost they 
needed. The other outsider team Hero 
also appear to be making good progress. 
There’s a good atmosphere in their 
bivouac and they were well chuffed 
with new recruit Franco Caimi’s Silk 
Way podium. 

The KTM / Husqvarna / Gas Gas bikes 
are now getting a bit long in the tooth 
but there’s a new bike in the pipeline 
that should be ready for the Dakar. 
Apparently it is much more enduro 
orientated than the current machine 
and most people anticipate that the 
Austrians will once again be on a par 
with HRC, absent in Siberia.

THE OLD GUARD OF 
RIDERS – PRICE, 

SUNDERLAND, WALKNER 
ETC – ARE COMING 

UNDER INCREASING 
PRESSURE FROM THE 

NEW ARRIVALS NOTABLY 
SANDERS WHO WON NO 

LESS THAN FOUR OF THE 
FIVE SPECIALS

Chris Evans
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w The Old Guard

As far as riders are concerned what must 
now be considered the old guard of riders 
like Price, Sunderland, Walkner etc are 
coming under increasing pressure from 
the new arrivals notably Sanders who 
won no less than four of the five specials 
finally run on the Silk Way. Also showing 
impressive speed are Yamaha’s recent 
signing Ross Branch and the American 
ex-privateer Skyler Howes (Husqvarna). 
Walkner’s Silk Way win showed that 
experience in rally raid still counts for a lot 
but between now and January the newbies 
will have more time to hone their rally craft 
and become ever stronger contenders. 

The other big change on the rally 
raid horizon is the likelihood that ASO 
will become the world championship 
promoter as they now are for the 
car federation. Up until now the 
championship has always played second 

fiddle to the Dakar and some of the 
events that made up the championship 
really weren’t up to standard. It will 
mean that the Dakar will finally be a 
round of the world championship, as 
logically will Castera’s other events, 
the Rallye du Maroc and the Andalucia 
Rally. Which other two events will 
make the cut is difficult to say and it is 
possible that some rallies will take a hit 
but at least ASO TV rights distribution 
knowhow should give the series a major 
boost. 

Equally important for both the teams 
and privateers alike there will be more 
standardisation with the road books 
and improved safety. Medical cover 

and the helicopters that are an essential 
part of that umbrella cost big money, 
but Castera will make sure that there’s 
plenty in place. He was also responsible 
for the introduction of riders’ airbags 
that we’ll probably all be wearing in 
a few years’ time and he has other 
ideas to improve safety in the pipeline 
including a tricky to implement 
150km/h speed limit. While some might 
not be thrilled by a single company 
running a championship it is what 
happens in virtually all other branches 
of motorsport and it will give a man for 
whom rider safety is a major priority 
a much freer hand to implement the 
necessary changes. 
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ADVENTURE TEST 2021 KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R

Words: JB 
Images: JB & Joseph AnchorMY TRAIN A  COMIN’
If you imagine your adventure 
ride pacing to a heavy, throbbin’ 
Hendrix guitar rift then the 
KTM 1290 Super Adventure R 
is your train, man… out of this 
lonesome town…



E
ver since KTM released details 
of their updated 1290 (back in 
February – see https://rustsports.
com/2021-ktm-1290-super-
adventure-r-revealed/) we’ve been 

super keen to test it. Now we have. And 
we didn’t pussy about, we headed it into a 
shed load of miles and one nasty roadbook 
rally to see if could prove itself. And here’s 
our appraisal. Now if you want to know 
more about the nuts and bolts of the bike 
hit that hyperlink we’ve just written. If 
you’re all square with that, then here’s our 
feedback, pretty short and sharp…

So, I find I like the new KTM 1290 Super 
Adventure R. But it took a 1000-mile week, 
including a 16-hour riding day to come to 
that conclusion. Making sense of big ADVs 
often takes big rides. 

160
We’ve said it before, we don’t need 160hp. 
And in fact we’re not so sure we even get 
that most of the time we’re riding the KTM 
1290 Super Adventure R. But nonetheless 
the way KTM curate all that power, dishing 
out so much in this mode, that bit more in 
another, a little less in this, does go some 
way in legitimising it.

Riding it on the road, much like the last 
1290, the new 1290 can seriously haul, and 
for quick overtakes, well, it just annihilates 
tin-top traffic. On a dry day hoofing in 
and out of roundabouts, using the now 
excellent Quickshifter plus (QS+) for WSB-
rapid down-and-back-up gear shifts, I 
noticed the MTC (traction control) light 
flashed all the way out of the roundabouts 
– meaning the electronics were micro-
managing the power getting to the rear 
tyre, stopping the power from overcoming 
the available traction. In modern vulgar 
parlance ‘it has your back’. After a while 
you get used to ‘leaning on’ the electronics 
and but for the need to keep it legal – and 
safe for others – you could really hot dog 
on this machine.
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If 160hp is a nonsense on the road, it’s 
utterly bonkers for the dirt. But again, 
KTM’s electronics are there to help you 
and make everything right. You can be 
lairy or timid, just dial the settings to 
suit. In the slick of the Salisbury Plain 
I found riding in the off-road mode 
(rather than Rally mode – which is 
better for full attack riding in better 
conditions) allowed just about the right 
amount of wheelspin/skid, like 20º out 
of true, which worked for me. More 
than that in such slippery going and 
you could quickly slide out and crash. 
And besides, skids shred tyres and tyres 
are expensive, so for sure it’s fun – and 
honestly not that hard – to create huge 
great rooster tails that might impress the 
odd pubescent or FB ADV wannabee, 
but fact is you’re better paid to keep it 
tidy. 

At one point I rode through a flooded 
trail, worked out by 4x4s, and the bow 
wave threatened to reach the headlight 
it was that deep, but thankfully the 
airbox intake is positioned even higher. 
Honestly, you’d hate it, if not die 
(financially), if that muddy slop reached 
the cylinders.

So, when off-roading – especially 
given the surprisingly dirtbike-like 
standing riding position and the 
wonderfully effective electronic aids 
– for such a behemoth the 1290 is one 
great ride.

LONG DISTANCE INFORMATION
The alarm clock rung at 5am. I was 
on the road 45 minutes later. About 
15 minutes after that it started raining 
(no issue when you’re riding in a KLIM 
Badlands Pro – but rain, eh?).

Heated grips make real sense on cold 
soggy mornings; wearing thick gloves 
it took the highest level (3) for the heat 
to permeate to the palms of my hands, 
but it did and it was welcome. The 
screen on the 1290 R is short, because 
this is the R model and it’s meant to be 
a little minimalist, a hard-core action 

machine. Screen up or down on the 
manual adjuster didn’t seem to make a 
difference, but then again it worked. Oh, 
and I noticed, almost subconsciously, 
that I no longer got roasted nuts on 
the 1290 – that new ducting to remove 
engine heat, it seems to work.

The saddle is lofty, especially since 
I’d added a hunk of preload to allow for 
my 100-kilo weight (in full riding gear) 
and fair quota of luggage. The footrests 
are high, too – much higher than 
you’d expect and higher than you’d 
want for long distance work. It takes 
conditioning to last long durations 
in the 1290’s saddle. By the end of the 
week I could just about last a tankful 
(170 miles, two and a half hours), but my 
butt and thighs complained at the stops.

I activated the cruise control, which 
does indeed relieve tension in the right 
forearm but on the R it’s not the next 
gen’ adaptive type (like on the S) and so 
I nearly rear-ended a car in the fast lane 
before my slow-wit caught up. I missed 
the adaptive cruise control. I was 
running on Bridgestone AX-41s (a 50:50 
type) and they’re good on the road, 
they grip, they don’t make an excessive 
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‘IF YOU LIKE YOUR ADV 
DEMONSTRABLY, VISUALLY 
UNCOMPROMISING AND 
DOWNRIGHT HARDCORE 
THEN THE 1290 DELIVERS’
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noise and the bike handles like a bike 
should. In the rain I found I could trust 
them on the brakes (there’s ABS) and 
equally on the gas out of corners (there’s 
MTC) but mid-corner, mid-lean it was 
all down to me, the rider, to keep the 
big KTM upright. Cornering in the wet 
thus becomes that bad-man’s road race 
style where you go deep into the corner, 
square it off, then fire it out, as against a 
classical long lean and centre apex. But 
this is a £16k, 160hp, 250-kilo Tonka toy. 
It’s the way to survive.

The fuel meter said the 1290 was 
returning around 50mpg. That 
translates into about 170 miles before 
refilling the 23-litre tank, but there 
was plenty of fuel to spare each time 

w

w

despite the warning light and distance 
countdown screaming of impending 
roadside assistance. Somewhere 
between my fuel receipt computations 
of 45mpg and the KTM computer’s 
50mpg lies the truth. If I could slow 
down, if the distances weren’t so 
damn great, and time so short, I could 
probably see 55mpg. If I could be that 
man.

THE SLIPPERY SLOPE
This day I didn’t like Salisbury Plain. 
Mostly it was wet. Wet under tyre from 
a week of rain. Wet from above as the 
rain kept falling. So it was all grey, where 
it wasn’t brown. Then there was the 
policeman in the 4x4 who snuck up 

‘THERE WAS A MOMENT 
OF REALISATION, A BRIEF 
FLASH OF HOPE, THEN, LIKE 
A TRAPDOOR UNLATCHED, 
EVERYTHING FELL TO EARTH’

ADVENTURE
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w on me while I was stationary trying to 
figure my next move according to the 
road book. He insinuated I’d strayed 
from the legal byways, been doing 
some illegal riding by way of getting 
lost. There’s a steep fine for doing so, 
he said, and he takes these matters 
seriously. I explained to him, nicely, 
that at no time had I strayed from the 
correct paths and in fact I could tell him 
exactly where I was in that moment – in 
square 29 on the roadbook. Quite where 
that was in the world, on the Plain, in 
the legal context, I had not the foggiest, 
but I knew from the landmarks and the 
tracks I was bang on the trail (at that 
time). He went away. I looked around 
me. The landscape was scarred to brutal 
WWI levels by tanks and 4x4s. How 
could he be serious?

In the mud the 1290 was a handful. 
50:50s are not 100% off-road by 
definition and their shallow knob depth 
and rounded profiles cannot cut into 
the slop enough, least not like a proper 
dirt tyre. So we slithered wherever 
the camber decreed, which can be 
unnerving on a big ADV. When we hit 
gravel or a hardish base things were 
much easier. But this was not the day or 
place for a 1290.

Eventually we ran out of luck. A 
particularly difficult section of roadbook 

to interpret, six hours into the ride, 
coinciding with mental and physical 
fatigue and a seriously worked-out and 
steeply cambered section of (wet) chalk 
all did for us. There was a moment of 
realisation, a brief flash of hope then, 
like a trapdoor unlatched, everything 
fell to earth. One second later I was 
looking at a mirror broken clean off 
and two snapped handguards, plus a 
new exterior coat of saturated chalk 
on me and the 1290. I know KTM have 
the good stuff waiting for us in their 
Hardparts collection, but for £16k it 
would be nice to have handguards 
worthy of the name (you’d think). 
Still, the 1290’s toolkit had a few more 
tools than you’d imagine – enough 
to unscrew the offending remains, 
while cable ties held the rest together. 
The crash bar – scratched and ever so 
slightly dented – kept everything else 
safe.

(K)NIGHT RIDER
I don’t like the headlight. Not the 
function, just the look. I don’t know 
what the design inspiration for it 
was (a beer fridge?) but as with the 
previous 1290 for me it spoils a brutishly 
masculine bike that otherwise gets the 
big thumbs up. It works though. I’m still 
not sure if cornering-sensitive auxiliary 
lights make that much of a difference 
– if they were an option I’d probably 
leave them off in favour of proper 
handguards and save a few bob.

The taillight is really small – anyone 
remember the ‘80s when motorcycle 
taillights were the size of sandwich 
boxes, with double bulbs etc? They 
made you feel safe. Being LED the 
taillight is at least bright, and properly 
bright when the brake light comes on, 
which then flashes brighter still when 
you hit the picks hard. But in my mind 
it was too small and I kept a sharp eye 
on the mirrors (which are good) should 

ADVENTURE
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TRAIL TEST 2021 KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R 
T E C H N I C A L  S P E C I F I C A T I O N S
ENGINE: liquid cooled DOHC eight-valve 75º 
vee-twin four-stroke 

DISPLACEMENT: 1301cc

BORE & STROKE: 71 x 108mm

MAX POWER: 160hp at 9000rpm

MAX TORQUE: 138Nm at 6500rpm

FUELING: Keihin EMS with fly-by-wire and 
cruise control 

STARTER: Electric 

TRANSMISSION: Six-speed gearbox, hydraulic 
operated oil lubricated clutch

FRAME: Chrome-moly tubular space frame 

FRONT SUSPENSION: WP XPLOR 48mm USD 
fork, 220mm travel 

REAR SUSPENSION: WP XPLOR PDS 
monoshock, 220mm travel 

WHEELS/TYRES: 90/90-21, 150/70-18 
(Bridgestone AX-41 for this test))

BRAKES: Twin 320mm front disc, four-piston 
Brembo calipers, rear disc: 267mm disc twin-
piston Brembo caliper, ABS

SEAT HEIGHT: 880mm

WHEELBASE: 1577mm

GROUND CLEARANCE: 242mm

WEIGHT: 221kg

FUEL CAPACITY: 23 litres

CONTACT: www.ktm.com

PRICE: UK £15,999

w KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R 
M O D E L  H I G H L I G H T S
n All-new ergonomics offering extra agility 
n Redesigned bodywork, fuel tank and seat with lower height 
n Reworked long-travel, adjustable WP XPLOR suspension 
n Optimized weight distribution with lower-placed fuel tanks 
n Cutting-edge electronics that enhance the ride 
n New, intuitive 7’’ TFT display with redesigned handlebar switches 
n New LED headlight with LED daytime light 
n Revised V-Twin engine [EURO 5] with improved cooling 
n New, Adventure-specced tyres by Bridgestone
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anyone be coming up on me fast – 
unlikely as the 1290 travels at a fair clip.

I don’t particularly like riding at night, 
and especially not in the wet. The rain 
sems to lift the spilled diesel, which you 
can’t see, and after one momentary 
slip in a roundabout I was on high alert 
and really eased my way around them 
for the rest of the ride, much to the 
delight of the BMW drivers who carved 
into them like they were playing Gran 
Turismo, oblivious to the grip issues a 
motorcyclist faces.

I had a tank bag and roll bag across 
the rear of the KTM. If I was on a 690 
that would make things cramped, on 
the 1290 neither gets noticed, you could 
load this beast up with four-times as 
much stuff plus a pillion and it still 

wouldn’t register – that’s one of the 
beauties of the big ADVs. That said, this 
is the R model – the rufty tufty action 
bike – so the one-piece saddle isn’t that 
generous to pillions, there’s a sense of 
compromise there. There are probably 
also Hardparts options, so all is not lost.

THE MORNING AFTER
The 1290 was in the driveway. So was 
the pressure washer and a bucket of 
hot and very soapy water. Oh, and a 
bottle of Muc Off just to further ease the 
strain. It still took three repeats of the 
rinse-wash-rinse cycle to get the 1290 
acceptably clean. An hour later when it 
had dried I could see there were still so 
many parts I had missed. But the clean 
up isn’t that difficult. I appreciated the 

superb balance the centrestand has, so 
optimally has KTM placed the fulcrum 
the big 1290 just floats onto the stand, 
and it sits super-secure. When cleaning 
there’s a sense of space around the 
various cycle parts and motor, so mud 
can’t pack and hold on as stubbornly 
as it might. And the enclosure of the 
fairing around the front of the bike 
limits what dirt will find its way beneath 
the tank and engine. KTM do consider 
the end user.

I pondered the 1290. As said, it is 
a life-size Tonka toy of a machine. 
Handguards excepted it’s built strong, 
I appreciate the whopping great forks, 
the heavily braced swingarm, the 
chunky cross-laced wheels. It is what 
it is meant to be, a super-sized dirtbike, 

that’s probably just a little too big, too 
powerful, too much. But that’s its USP. 
And actually we like those kind of 
equations. 

It lives in an ADV world that’s become 
increasingly tribal. BMW riders pan 
KTMs as unreliable, KTM riders slay 
BMWs for being too soft, too middle 
aged (and they break, too). Yet brand 
loyalties aside, whether you’re talking 
1250 GS or 1290 Super Adventure 
you are talking brilliantly engineered 
machines which, considering their 
size, can do remarkable things, on road 
and track. If you chose either you’d 
be making the right choice. But if you 
like your ADV demonstrably, visually 
uncompromising and downright 
hardcore then the 1290 delivers.   

ADVENTURE
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LONG TERMER

We have at last our Yamaha Ténéré 
700 long termer. Between Covid 
and the world shipping issues it was 
seriously delayed.

But it’s here now and we’ve got 
some great plans for it. Before the 
summer weather washes away 
completely, we’ll be directing the 
Yamaha to two great rallies, plus we’ll 
be going touring too, in an ADV style 
obviously. Touratech have come 
on board to help us with both those 
missions – and we’re looking forward 
to fitting the Ten up - but we’ll have 
other aftermarket specialists helping 
us too. All to the good.

So far, we just love the simplicity of 
this bike. Turn the key, hit the button 

and ride. And if you don’t want ABS 
just press the one button. It’s a mode 
free existence.

Mind you, some things are already 
pointing at mods to come. I rode 
maybe just 200 metres before having 
to stop and whacking on a load of 
preload (simple knob adjustment) to 
stop the bike feeling like a chopper. 
And after the first long-ish ride I knew 
I needed the taller rally seat to make 
the seat-to-peg ratio work for me. It’s 
on now and I’m loving that, although 
it’s tippytoe to reach the ground!

Lots to come on this. We’ll share the 
ride between the magazine and the 
website so keep checking in. For now 
– just happy days.    JB

YAMAHA Ténéré 700
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KLIM have borrowed tech from the cycle 
and ski industry with their upgrade of the F5 
off-road helmet. Koroyd – which described 
simply, looks like a bunch of plastic straws 
on end – creates an impressively lightweight 
extremely breathable yet high-performance 
energy absorber (an alternative to the usual 
EPS – expanded foam). Of course, Koroyd isn’t 
a bunch of straws, instead we’re talking co-
polymer extrusions with an inner tube with 
high compressive strength and an outer tube 
which is there to be welded together with the 
other tubes. In tests, say KLIM, Koroyd proved 
to absorb 48% more energy than EPS. Being 
so many tubes it also means there’s a high 
volume of air within the helmet that’s easy to 
exhaust. These sit within a high-quality carbon 
fibre outer shell, while the inner surface 
features a removable, washable moisture-
wicking Drylex comfort liner, not to mention 
the MIPS system which reduces rotational 
forces in impacts.

So, with 18 intakes and eight exhausts yes 
the helmet seriously ventilates and hot heads 

will love it for this. However, pulling from their 
snowmobile experience, KLIM also added 
removable Windstopper liners for the helmet 
and chinbar which were super-effective and 
make the helmet a four-season item. Although 
this helmet is not designed for ADV, we found 
the peak doesn’t create a massive airbrake 
and sitting at 90mph on our Ténéré 700 it was 
quite comfortable. We always use ear plugs, but 
note the helmet to be no noisier than any other 
dirt/ADV helmet. The fastening is not your 
usual D-ring, instead by a ‘Fid-Lock’ system, 
which utilises a super-strong magnet and a 
hook for a non-fiddly super-quick fastening. 
It’s a leap of faith if you’ve not encountered 
this system before, but the fixing stays secure 
and has been extensively tested.

  We love the quality and the superior 
comfort. The ascent / vivid blue colorway also 
seems to highly visible – good for safety. It 
is in all measure a quality item – and priced 
accordingly  
Contact: KLIM.com
RRP: US$649.99 

ON TEST
KLIM F5 KOROYD HELMET
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FUNNEL WEB PRO LINE FILTERS
Australian designed and manufactured Funnel 
Web Filters have been around for a good while 
and have proven themselves in competition, 
among others being the choice of KTM 
Australia’s national race teams. We recently 
converted to using their newest Proline air 
filters in our Husky and KTM 350s. 

Their unique selling point is the spikey design, 
presenting what looks like hundreds of little 
pyramids of foam. The design vastly increases 
surface area (in fact doubles, according 
to Funnel Web) while retaining the same 
dimensions as an OEM filter. This means they 
flow cleaner air for longer. We also like that 

the design includes a firm plastic centre cap which is an upgrade on 
the fitting of the OEM filters. It seats nicely on the filter frame without 
damaging the foam.  We also love the packaging bags as these can be 
reused for cleaning and oiling the filters, being resealable and coming 
with full instructions – industry leading! In all, a great product.
FUNNEL WEB FILTERS
Contact: funnelweb-filter.com
RRP: Aus$28  

This is a good-looking, well-made piece 
of kit that fits easily on to the chin bar of 
most helmets – and pretty much anywhere 
else you like (such as handlebars). Like 
most great designs, the simplicity is what 
makes it. It’s got a generous set of grippy 
jaws and a very strong spring, plus a leash 
if you need fail safe security. The universal 
mount suits all your usual action cams, 
like GoPro and Dji. It practically replaces 
multiple sticky mounts and the usual 
bolt-on clamps you may use for your bike 
and it takes just seconds to mount. The 
mount rotates so you have 4x 90º options 
on camera mounting, or simply add the 
adapter pack for £7.99 for infinitely more. 
We’re impressed!
DANGO
Contact: dango-design.co.uk
RRP: £49.99

DANGO DESIGN GRIPPER HELMET 
CHIN MOUNT FOR ACTION CAMERAS

PRODUCTS
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Q: What are we looking at here?
A: Essentially this is WP’s top of the line kit 
made specifically for enduro / off-road. Up 
front the WP XPLOR Pro 7448 forks – with 
Aer (left tube) and Cone Valve (right tube) – 
and at the back, the new highly adjustable 
WP XPLOR Pro 8946 Supertrax (STX) shock 

Q: What’s the difference between the 
traditionally sprung forks and the new 
XPLOR Pro forks?
A:  The forks are ‘air sprung’ rather than 
using traditionally wound steel springs so 
instead of having to choose the spring rate 
that corresponds with your weight and 
skill level you can adjust the ‘spring rate’ by 
increasing or decreasing the air pressure 
in the air tube. The dampening leg of the 
XPLOR Pro forks is the legendary Cone Valve 
tech which is what all pro factory riders use. 

Q: What’s the difference between a 
standard shock and WP’s STX shock?  
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WP XPLOR  
PRO SUSPENSION 
LONG TERM TEST

We’ve had WP’s new generation of enduro 
suspension – their air fork and latest pro shock – on 

test for four months now. Safe to say, not only are 
we super-impressed with the ride, we’re going to 

find it very hard to ride on anything less ever again!



A: In a nutshell the STX shock is all about 
getting the back wheel back on the ground 
as soon as possible to improve traction. The 
shock comes with a separate STX adjuster 
that reduces damping when the rear wheel 
is off the ground by immediately activating 
an oil bypass so the rebound can expand 
faster than that found on a conventional 
shock. The 8946 Pro shock also offers way 
more adjustability over the OEM shock 
to get the ‘feel’ you prefer, especially in 
different terrain.  

Q: Why have WP gone the air suspension 
route for enduro?
A: Weight saving (a whopping 1kg), loads 
of adjustability and the most important 
reason of all, they work! WP have spent 
years refining their Aer suspension on their 
motocross and two-stroke cross-country 
models and have used that technology to 
develop a setup for enduro that rivals any 
of the best traditionally sprung forks for 
feel on track or over open ground but with 
additional advantages of lower weight and 
a damn sight more adjustability on the fly.

Q: What’s different about the off-road 
suspension versus the MX suspension?
A:  Essentially the XPLOR Pro fork internals 
share the same tech as the XACT Pro forks 
found on the 2021+ Austrian two-stroke 
motocrossers and cross-country bikes. The 
big difference is that the enduro model 
uses WP’s new Float system at the mid-
valve which give the forks the plushness 

they need over the stiffer trampoline mid-
valve set up found in WP’s XACT motocross 
and four-stroke cross-country forks.  

Q: Are the XPLOR Pro forks as good as 
traditionally sprung suspension?
A: Simply put, yes, and we can go further 
and say that we found them better in most 
cases. We liked on-the-fly ‘tunability’ and 
the weight savings. The biggest issue to 
date with air forks has been to get air forks 
to mimic the feel of steel sprung forks 
rather than the disconnected ‘floaty’ feeling 
of years past, and we think WP have nailed 
it.  The forks feel plush and connected and 
provide plenty of feel without ‘pushing’ 
in corners or feeling like they want to 
wash out. Set up correctly these forks can 
compete with the best traditionally sprung 
forks on the market. 

Q: How good is the Supertrax (STX) 
shock?  
A: The STX shock felt bang on from the get-
go, frankly there wasn’t much that needed 
doing to the shock at all. We could say that 
we found that it worked well everywhere on 
its stock settings but that would be unfair, 
the shock was better than good, it was 
brilliant really in almost every condition. 
If we were being super critical, we would 
say it has its limitations on motocross 
tracks that have bigger jumps, but for most 
punters this will never be an issue and even 
then, the shock didn’t perform badly. The 
shock really is very good. 

THE TEST RESULTS
Q: What type of testing have you done 
and how does RUST rate the suspension 
in various terrain?
A: RUST have had these on our long term 
2020 KTM 350EXC-F since March 2021 
and so far have tested them over pretty 
much every terrain imaginable and in 
varying weather conditions from torrential 
downpours to 40-degree heat. For us the 
key was to test them in a wide array of 
conditions ranging from hard enduro (parts 
of the XL Lagares course) to fast open TT 
Baja’s (parts of the Portelegre 500 TT track). 
The testing has also included several weeks 
on sprint-enduro and motocross tracks 
which was essential for studying repetitive 
laps over the same conditions to cross 
reference settings for open trail riding so 
we could find the optimal set-ups.

The primary goals were to see if we could 
get the right ‘feel’ out of the forks – could 
they replicate the feeling of a traditionally 

So, after four months of testing what 
do we really think? Is this really Pro 
suspension and is it worth it? 

WHAT WE LOVED: 
+   The infinite adjustability of both the 

forks and shock to suit any rider

+  The weight savings on the forks – 
especially on longer rides

+  The improved s-curve dust seal 
retention clips 

+  The performance – this suspension 
rivals any professional traditionally 
sprung suspension setup and kudos 
to WP for sticking with their Aer fork 
development for enduro 

WHAT DIDN’T WE LOVE?
-  We think WP could have added a hand 

adjuster compression dial to the Cone 
Valve leg to adjust easier on the fly. We 
believe this is a feature on WP forks 
on the 2021/2 Husky two-strokes and 
cross-country lines.

-  It would be nice to see a slim line hand 
adjuster on the rebound clicker on 
the bottom of the fork tube too – but 
perhaps that is wishful thinking with 
space at a premium under the fork cap 
seal.
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spung fork upfront or not? Second was to 
rate the suspension balance of the shock 
and fork working together and then to 
establish just how versatile the adjustability 
of the XPLOR Pro suspension combination 
was and lastly to see if these hangers could 
make us a ‘Pro for the day’ by giving us 
a different suspension setup options no 
matter the course, without having to swap 
the suspension out to achieve that.  

Q: How easy are the forks to set up?
A: A breeze; we really didn’t have to stray too 
far from the stock recommended settings 
to find a setup that worked well. Check our 
setup tips below.  

 
Q: How easy are they to maintain?
A: Not difficult at all. It’s all about mindset. 
Besides the usual cleaning and lubing the 
only variable is checking the air pressure, 
and in our experience, this was no bother. 
We didn’t find that air pressure fluctuated 
very much over a day’s ride.  The WP pump 
that comes with the forks is digital and 
simple to use. Just make sure you set / test 
the air pressure with the bike on the stand 
with the front wheel off the ground

Q So, how does RUST rate the XPLOR Pro 
and STX shock so far?
A: Our impression of this new XPLOR Pro 
package is extremely good. The lighter 
front end is immediately noticeable. Corner 
entry was the standout, getting the bike into 
corners was a breeze, the lighter front end 
turned in well and felt pliable but not flighty 
– point and shoot. Once into the corner the 
front wheel tracked well and didn’t feel like it 
wanted to push out on flat ground or climb 
out of ruts as you roll on the power and the 
rear compresses under acceleration.  The 
forks performed equally well on hard pack 
at high speed and through slow extreme 
terrain. Another noticeable feature was the 
lack of stiction pressure anywhere along the 
stroke no matter the terrain we were in. 

We previously been critical of WP’s 
OEM enduro forks, so critical in fact that 
pretty much every bike we have had in 

the RUST test fleet that ran WP forks since 
2015 has been revalved and resprung or 
been replaced with A-kit suspension. An 
expensive affair on top of expensive bikes.  
It’s a no brainer that this tech will be OEM 
on Austrian bikes in the very near future – 
2023? 

As for the STX shock, the most 
immediately noticeable thing was the 
balanced performance it provided paired 
with the XPLOR Pro forks. The suspension 
balance was right on point once the 
sag was adjusted to the suggested base 
settings.  Having now tested the shock 
for over 50 hours our impression of its 
performance is better than it was after the 
first ride. If you’ve never ridden on this new 
and improved 8946 shock, then you’re in for 
a treat. This new STX shock is a noticeable 
improvement over the previous gen’ Trax 
shock which was already pretty good.  

This shock is very confidence inspiring 
especially over big braking bumps or hitting 
deep g-outs. The bike stays true, and the 
backend is so stable. Even on the nastiest 
hits we couldn’t bottom out the shock or get 
it to want to kick or swap on us. While the 
shock is generally responsive it feels dead 
on big hits – which is a good thing. The 
sensitivity of the STX adjustments is a game 
changer. We have struggled to find a shock 
that works as well on varied terrain as well 
as the XPLOR Pro 8946. As an example, even 
with a faster rebound setting in thick sand 
we were still able to fine tune the rebound 
damping balance with the STX adjuster to 
improve shock feel to be responsive but not 
twitchy.  

SETTINGS
For completeness – and future reference 
for those who might take the plunge and 
order up either the Aer forks or STX shock 
(or both) we’re going to post up both the 
stock and the personal settings we arrived 
at for this kit (as tested on our KTM/Husky 
350s with an 80kg vet-expert rider) on 
our website. Check out the full details at 
rustsports.com

WWW.WP-SUSPENSION.COM

0% WP SUSPENSION FINANCE OFFER
ACCESS TO EXCELLENCE MADE EASIER WITH NEW FINANCE DEAL
All riders now have easier access to WP PRO COMPONENTS with a finance offer to allow them to upgrade on their terms. This zero 
deposit, zero per cent finance offer allows riders to fund their WP PRO COMPONENTS upgrade up to £5,000 over up to 24 months to 
enable them to optimize performance ahead of the summer riding season.

This offer is available on all XACT PRO, XPLOR PRO and APEX PRO ranges. Each product can be tuned to a rider to deliver the ultimate 
riding experience. XACT PRO offers all motocross riders the advantage they are looking for on their journey to the top step. XPLOR PRO 
allows a rider to hit every enduro trail or loop with the ability to tackle the tough stuff. APEX PRO provides a road rider or racer the ability 
to hit the perfect line every time.

This offer is available until September 30th at participating WP AUTHORIZED CENTERS in the UK. Click to find your local dealership. 0% Personal Loan 
available over 24 months. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee may be required. Santander 
Consumer Finance, RH1 1SR

WP 0%
FIN

ANCE
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C  ntacts

Find out more at: www.yamaha-motor.eu/uk

Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Yamaha encourages you to ride safely and respect fellow riders and the environment. Image 
depicts a professional rider performing under controlled conditions on a closed circuit. All information is given for general guidance. Specifications and 
appearance of Yamaha products are subject to change without prior notice. For further details and availability, please contact your local Yamaha dealer.

New WR450F 
Born to ride.


